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- CHAPTER XXIX

S CONFOUNDED
-

Day after day glided by at Kmeston
and the life settled bark to
theirtiual flow How imperiously in

utter disregard of ones feelintrs

does hard cold disintcresting
course of daily life move on btil
must we drink and sleep per
ciagce1todrearn over the hem

miserable still bargain buy

FRONTS

Castims

Cooler

Harrington

commissi

aiitutlou

d

sell ask and answer questions and
pursue thousand shadowy realities
when interest in them are gone for-

ever

¬

Ths cold mechanical way of
existing after vital interest has fled

is but consigning to a living
death

All the interests and hopes of poor
Margaret Vane had so unconsciously
become in her brother that

of the two like cleav ¬

heart asunder Reuben Vrne
was hastened away to the
Prison and to the world depd

were many now that the first

passion was over thought that
perhaps his had been rather
harsh Reuben neighbors
remembered him as an
man in whom no guile had ¬

prior to this event of which
charged Those who the droop ¬

head grown silver with yeiiis
could but pity him

Mr Osborne had gained his revenge
but his object He now about
claiming the Vane homestead Even

dilapidated old house ¬

to deny the girl who had scorn-

ed

¬

his and name Mr Osborne
in whom malice is cieat

Revenge to him a sweet morsel
and on punishing Clau-

dia

¬

ndher aunt to the utmost

lie always to seem to
the oppressed the ¬

pressor His friends blowers and
amine titles abstracts write tirc llpH rpnrpcinl
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ol me most v - -
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lime IU ii lo purMasi
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rtknts ohiiiuk lands town properij this consideration Air Ua
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There
who

sentence
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only honorable
one exist-

ed he was

saw
ing

not

not set

that he deter-

mined
leve

was one
was

he determined

was careful
be instead of op

Iiaa geal- -

tiexte1 iae againstfarms trat6 from

iouonilMr

eve lore- -

PAD

IAli

Allorders

nuarro

fctore

up

raieol

closing his mortgage that Miss Mar-

garet
¬

Vane possessed a half inerest in
the land on which he had no lien

Mr Osborne at this time was cate
ful not to make any false moves His
ambition was abou to be gratified
Political honors were in stoie for him
In a few weeks at most he was sure trie
prize for which he had so long worked
and schemed and for which he had
secretly sacrificed his dearest friends
would be gained He could better af
ford to lose the Vane farm than lose
this prize

Sometimes he grew nervous ye
laughed at his own feais There was

nothing which could prevent him from
triumphing over Jrends as w ell as foes

Well Osborne said a brother at-

torney

¬

to him one day you are finally

rid of Reuben Vane
Yes the world is better eff without

him said the lawi er I would have
been better off if I had never seen
him

Oh you dont mean to say ou
lost money Frank

I do
Ha ha ha its too thin As

shrewd a lawyer as you arc will never
lose money by a client

Few lawyers have such shrewd
clients as I had He is a regular old
scoundrel

Why I never heard anything
wrong of Rube He hadnt sense

enough to be real mean
He had more sense than he ever

got credit for having
Are you going to take the home

stead
I aont know
You have a mortgage on it

Only on old Rubes interest His
sister has an undivided half interest in

teii wiuwu iti win i u
Yes cr buy or sell to her

The sheriff was at the penitentiary

a day or two ago and says he saw old

Rube with his striped clothes en at
work

Wondc how he stands it asked

Osbome as carelessly as if he did not
know the man to be innocent

Not very well The warden said sign

KIRKS VILLEMIbUIlI FRIDAY JAMJAKY Hi lbb5

would be well for the old fLHow if lie
died he would then be out of his

i

misery
Ir Osboine looked keenly at the

man before him Did he mean to im-

ply

¬

that he had been guilty of oppos ¬

ing Reuben Vane A man con-

victed

¬

and sent to prison has very li tie
sympathy from the people with whom

they mingle They are then off casts
from society standing aloof from all
the world But Osbornes keen scruti ¬

ny availed him nothing The lawyer
soon after changed the subject and the
matter was soon forgotten

That evening while on the street a
citizen who knew scmetlnng of his
affairs met Mr Ocboine in the street
and said

Well Frank T guess you will pre-

pare
¬

now to leave town

Why he asked
Dont you know your enemy has

come back
Who asked Osbome evidently

growing considerably interested
That fellow the school master
Do you mean Styles
Yes
When did he come
On this evenings train
Where has he been
To Chicago Hewas mashed up

in that last railroad wreck we had
Oh yes Well the world would

have lost very little if he had been
killed said Mr Osborne in his cold

haurhty manner There was a cloud
on the lawyers brow The return of

the school master he was sure argued
no gcod to his plans Already he
fenred that his firm grasp on tle home
of the Vanes would relax

Confound him he murmured as
he went to his office I wish he had
sunk in the middle of the fea i vtif h
he had never come back here Why
dont some one kill him and thus rid
me of him forever

Whether he really wished some one
to commit murder for the gratification
of his own royal self or whether he
was in jest no one could say H
manner of talking to himself even was

deceiving It was frequently remark-

ed
¬

that no env ever knew when Mr
Osborne was in earnest

That evening as he sat alone in his
office hs mind busy with plansof the
future he heard a rap at the door
The school master had entirely passed
from the mind of the ambitious lawyer
and when he bid the new comer enter
he little dreamed whom it would be

Was Nicholas St Its and with bin
came a stranger whose face the lawyer

seemed to recognize Mr Osborne
started up for the first time confused
Mr Slyles closed the door and locked
it

What does this mean demanded
the lawyer

We want to see you alone
Do you mean murder or robbery
You need have no fears ot either
This is rather a singular proceed-

ing
¬

sir

Keep your seat Mr Osborne
said the school master coolly You
need have no fears of personal
violence we are going to see you
however acne and do not intend to
be interrupted in this interview

They went to the desk where the
lawyer sat Instantly Mr Osborne
thrust his hand under his desk where
he sometimes kept a pistol There
was a strange light in the eyes of the
schoolmaster which he feared meant
mischief

Mr Osborne we have came to talk
plain with you

What hav e you to say he asked
This that you convicted Reuben

Vane unjustly
I had nothing to do with it
You know you lie

The face of Mr Osbome flushed
red and he was in the act of making
some retort vhen Nicholas Styles
cool as an ice berg resumed

To others it may appear that you
were guiltless of that great wrong but
to myself it will ever be a fettled fixed

truth You know he was innocent
That he had no thought of wrong at
the time of his commission of the
deed

Ignorance of law is not an excuse
lor tne commission ot a crime suid
Mr Osborne

Very true and no one knows bet-

ter than yourself that it takes an evil
intent to make a rrimiv nnrl nn Vlll
knows better than yourself that he had
no such intent as was imputed to him
But of that I do not wish to speak I
have some papers here you are to

he would not live over six months It Nicholas Styles drew from a side

J- -

pocket ol his coat a package of papers
which he placed before the lawver

Mr Osborne tooli them up coldly and

looked them over He read them

through frompbeinning to end A

cool sarcastic smile came over his face

and layini them down upon his desk

he fixed his eyesupon his visitors
Do you thinkU am rnsdj he ask-

ed

¬

No answeicd Nicholas meeting
hi gaze with one of the equal coolness

I have no idea that yoiiaie mad but
I do believe you will sign those

papers -

If I do it wilbbe under protest and

fiemljrei3iMiaUngthe
act as soon as i am a nueny

There will be no coercion in the
matter

Then you are a fool to thiiik I will

sign them
No I am not Wait Mr Osborne

until you hear all I have to say It s

nearly two yeais since last we met at
Chicago

Oh jes at a niaiqueiae where
you had take a voung lady under the
assurance that it was a place of re-

spectability

¬

and there vcu deserted

her for a woman wiih whonino gentle- -

man could associate
Wait sir interrupted the school-

master You knew full vc1 that it

was one wiih whom ou had associat ¬

ed and introduced to the society lhat
evenirg It was a wily scheme of

your own You know full well the
character ol the woman at the time
After I was separated from Miss Hall
this woman attired similarly to herself
and masked was mistaken for hei by
myself Then jcu took pains to
show Claudia that I had dtserted her

cu ccnccctcd the vile scheme in a
moment for ytur own selfish rocddle
come designs But you had a deeper
scheme You had heard of Miss
Hall and en your visit to Chicago
learned that through a cousin in Cali¬

fornia she irl cnted a million dollars
How do ycu know that demand ¬

ed the sccurdrtl stanirg to his feet
Oh be quiet take it patiently Mr

Osborrig saicLMr Styles You came
to that rrssquerade with your plans
felly matured Ycu worked than out
tovour own satisfaction but Miss
Hallssudden disappearance before you
couldjnform her who her prcterded
benefacter was frustrated them You
bruught about she quarrel end the
engsgeirtnt between Claudia Hall
and nysclf was broken cfT but 30U
lost hei bv driving herawav rom both
of us and for nearly two ears she
was lost to the world Because she
refused to beccme jcur wife and
thereby making you a millionaire you
had hei uncle convicted of a crime of
which he was never guilty rrd sent
to the Penitentiarj

Well sir what if all this is true
said Mr Osborne with a sigh of relief
and a look of firmness You cannot
by it make one hair of my head white
or black I care not if you tell that to

all the world it cannot harm me

Do you know this man
No
You have met him before
Where
At Chicago

I think Mr Osborne that I can re-

fresh

¬

your memory You were slightly
in liquor I know at the time but you
certainly must have seme recollection
of me said the stranger drawing his
chair up to where the lawyer sat

Then in a careful tone he proceeded
to relate something to the lawyer
which made his cheek blanch For
an hour or more ihey conversed in
whispers and the only words audibly
spoken so we could have caught them
from a far corner of the room were

Miss Wallace is still alive You
seek a place of henor ard tiust we

can prevent your getting the arpoint
ment True its not criminal but it

would smiich your characterso as to

destroy all our futuie prospects
This came only in broken sentences

at long intervals so the real import of

what was said is not snd never will be

known It is sufficient however to
know that Mr Osbcrces irun will was

for once broken and that lie at last

so far assented to their proposition

that an agreement satitfactory to all

was entered upon

Nicholas Styles left the office of the

lawyer the victor while within the

lawyer was ciushed and subdued

CHAPTER XXX

CONCLUSION

The next day Mr Osborne bright

and smiling assured a brother attorney

j praise for his humane act in jthat there was a defect m the evidence procuring

and sentence of Reuben Vane That
new evidence had come to his mind
also convincing him the old man was

acliiallv innocent
In less than twenty four hours he

had worked a complete revolution 01

feeling on the part of the good pecple
of Kingston and had them clamoring
loudly for executive clemency They
all now savthe drooping gravhead in

their imarrination and real zed what a
great wrong had been done him Frai
fickle and ever changing public senti
ment which had domed the good old

manjo aJile of disgrace aud juinnow
LcouIdcSloenoiiglitOijRttoneiforjiha
wrong and hundreds of petitions were
in circulation for his pardon

Perhaps the governor could no
have withstood the atorm of appeals
which flooded in on him with every
mail and yet we doubt whether they
had as much effect as the vsit that
Osborne paid to the executive man
sion in behalf of his former client

Summer and autumn had passed

away and winter came with its fierce
winds ard snow Therevvas a bright
fire bazing in the great old fashfored
fire place and Margaret Vane scrcvl
ing as much as of v ere was hurrying
about getting eveivihlng ready for

Reuben His favente chair was

placed before the fire for hm his old
worn and faded slippe rs thewoik of a
sisters loving hand years before were

at the side of it ami his favcrite dress ¬

ing gown hung en the back
Claudia Hall was also busy aiding

her aunt to make the poor old house
cheerful Supper was waiting him
How much pain and encuish had
they suffered since that fatal dzv vhep

they fled from the od Tarm house 1 he
wind was hovhrg fiercely withcul
and the snow falling fast but it only
seemed to make the recm more com
fortable

Suddenly the sound of sieigh bels
came to their cais Boih staried to
their feet The sit igh stopped at their
gate and a few moments latter Nicho ¬

las Styles lead thcpale hsggered form

qf Reuben Vane into the room The
meeting between b6ther and sister
was very quiet Neither spoke a

word but tears coursed down their
furrowed chttls In a few mements
the returned cenvict was sitting before
his own fire in peaceful cijojment

Is it all over Margaiet V he atked
in his imbciic manner

Yes she assured 1 m its all

over

Will he rtver bother us any more
Never

Then he vcud sih ardbewhs
head in silence It wes now far tco
late in Reubens life for the gced opir
lon of society to be wonh tl e trc Lblt

and anguisn of a foimal vindication
What he needed v as the lev e of a verj
few not the admiration cr even re-

spect

¬

of the unknown many After
such wrongs as he had suffered tl ere
was ro reraraticn lle pitiable
mockery of it which the world might
have been ready enough to offer com
ing after the long agony had done its
utmost work would have been fit

only for the contempt cf gihe
sufferer In truth we may doubt
whither any great mi take in our life is

ever really set right

Margaret more like a watchful
mother over her child put him in his

old bed ard lefi tie carde burnng
lest he should wake in tle nght and
beccme afraid Reuten was more
broken down and more childish lhan
he had everbeen before

Sitting in front of the great fire

place we find Nicholas Styles and
Claudia Hall He has told heral
and in conclusion says

I premise you that I would rot re-

turn

¬

until I had wrung from that
scoundrel a confession of the lie henad
told He handed her a folded docu ¬

ment
She epened itcaiefully rrd after

reading it as carefully folded it again
and dropped it in the fire

1 do tnat she said -- to show vcu
that I require no proof It was vvrone

in rue to have ever doubted you
though circumstances --v ere cafculaur
to deceive me 1 beg your forgiveness

for ever having doubted ycu

Then v ou fully forgive me

I do -

And am I lettered tc rpy former
place

She answered in the affirmative and

reader let us draw the curtain Tl e

the pardon of Reuben Vane His
skill and shrewdness in discovering tie
Jegal flaw which led to unraveling the

truth and establishing beyend a doubt

Reuben Vanes innocence was regard ¬

ed by everybody as evidence of the
most wonderful drpth of legal re

search He received his long covet ¬

ed prize ir the appointment he desiied

and regarded himself well recompens ¬

ed evtn in the cars of the only woman

Europe

now

1 - -- - i- -

he ever loved if he ever loved ary- -
j n makenot
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body Osborne he position of insurance panned The particu- -

hnnr r nnd iiust and stands in the i are all miahiy hazy to it

fool4ns hd hat he bmstr1estiaiauoiuoirthepiior Jdudcd fthe under and- j - miils were to go l

uuorrfcrnciiuseeiaroBswiiicie - xicr
stands a living monument to the
truth of the fact souudrels do net j wcud read like Sunday paper here j

the reward they net deserve i amorg us for have been through

tii wa cpprl ifcim me furnace ourselves and we know

the Penitentiaiv ard returned heme
broten rown health His was j and em down into j

wTPr arfl in nrr shnit vear thinp-- will make the hunt
s the crowd Iabove- - hisgrass was growing preen

Hell give church- - ji vcu we
Srac 1 ag uuu fgnt fcm ihoudtrj or

dis mssed but he through But I havnt cot another
the world with a stain on his character
whch time failed t entirely wear

away He was to feel forever the

effect of having had a legal friend rnd
adviser

Nicholas Slvles and Claudia Hall
wire married the next spring

Claudias ample fortune suppled her
uncle vith sufndent funds to make his

house once more comfortable and

habitable The fences have been re ¬

built and the house repainted The
farm no longer has a dilapidated ap-

pearance

¬

Nicholas and his sweet

young wife took up their recidence in

Chicago where at last accounts tbey

were prosperous and happy
Reuben Vane has nev er recovered

He is an invalid with his sister al¬

most constantly at his side He goes

to the field mote but silting in his
chair will ask his scrowling sister

it he will ccme atain No she as
thev are forever free from their Friend
and Adviser

THE END

Deacon Fashrrs Scfccrau to Boora
tiic

I used to read the Bible some
when I was a boy said Deacon Push-

er
¬

as he took a seat in his pastors
study and it my memory serves me
right theres dead loads of things in it

Brober Borem that would be as
as this mommas paper to Chicago
pecple and if ytu would browst
around lively through the good book 1

dont see why ycu couldnt find some-
thing

¬

that would keep em awake for
an hour or iwo every Sunday I ami
much or e preach though the gov¬

ernor had strong thoughts of turning
me over to the cloth when I was boy
for I was as wild as a coir and he

thought hkey Id tone down it
time to be tame enough for a parson
but yoUSee I used carry pape

a country editor who seemed to
flourish 1 ke pork going and know
his plan to hold the crowd on his
Looks and make em send in vegeta-
bles

¬

enough to keep the kettle busy
was to alwavs have something in
little rag ot paper the people didni
know and it worked like fleas on a
dog Now whats the reason tnat
wouldnt be a good plan in this preach-

ing

¬

business Brother Bcrem Give
the people somethirg they cant get in
any other shop and it seems to me
theyve got to come us or with-

out
¬

I know if it was me in v our slip ¬

pers ld honey up some kind of 0
s cheme to corner the market and havt
things my ov n way or boihtration
lm alivays getting ess and gospe
mixed up 1 mean somethings got tt
be done to fill our pews and save the
people from going to the or sornt
ether church Hold on Brother Borem
dont interrupt me for a moment
please edging around to what 1

m to say youre an olde
man than I am and 1 dare say youvt
read the Bible more than I hav e for 1

suppose ycu have to glance at now
and then in your business and what J
wanted to say is this cant you find
something to preach about that would
make people think the whole
scheme wasnt ct up for somebody ir
a foreign country somewheie aud that
the Jews had the first optic n all the

tme Ive a sood many friend
among the Jews and know the
dont need ody to be distressed
about tlum If anybody gets along
and pulls through all right you car
just bet your the Jewsll do it

Aint theresomeihingin the Bible tha
would seem hcmelike and familiar to
people heie in Chicago something
that would lay right hold them
the itch in school make them give
their whole attention to it seems
to me though I cculdn swear to it

that I read somethirg in the BiM

once when I was young ard had a sick
spell about some city had a Takin

out a gocd deal like tie way we had i

at the time of tl e great fire here I

cant say noitive that I read it in the
TJTlrk 1 rrHflMr hllU ftsJAt iiTIl l

remaider of is Listen- -onlycur j deam bat T srme n gH afi
cal i hard day in the grain pit or it migh

Mr Osboine received the highest have been a hoax in the Times 01
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maybe it was something my wife saw
in and wrote me about But
if it is rtal Gosr el it seems to me it
would be moren peanuis to us just

to bring it tp ard see tveiybody
o wild ovtrit I forget the-- name of

the town biit it seems to me it was
something like Scdcm o Gomorrah
or something of ibat sort and I know
deviih well it wasnt in Illinois so
there wculdn be any danger of hav ¬

ing arybodv in the crowd right from
there that re ud give more particulars
than wed got 1 know it was a whop--

c -
til It UUI

h
Ins a out

hich tors me but
in

first

Im

ary

snppeftsTarfcdln iheiiiiaf of town
in match factory mosr likely It

that a
do we

what red hot means Look it up
Brother Bortm Die out ali the nar--

111 life ticufars buil some- -

Vfti the that renorters
up and bring along

must the a
oc msL bocst he lose

was went marBms

no
easy

5rurcii

new

it

a

most

to
for

up I

hi

to go

busii

wall

came Now

it

the

cot
I

necktie

01 like
and

It

that

stcrv

z

c - 0 -

minute 10 stav Brotner Uorem on- -
Cer comes my bey with a telegram j

now and Ive got to scratch right
down to the board and lock out for
Nickum The sly old dog is after me
again and Ive got to put snuff in his s

eves or hell scoop me Chicago
Ledger

The-- Waiter nirl Stenfs Her Miml

You cn have no idea ofthe annov- -
ances we are put 10 by exacting and
rrean spirittd customers I want no
Letter test of a gentleman than the
way in which he orders a meal Table
mariners alwavs disclose undesirable
traits of character which under other
circumstances would not be easily dis-

cerned
¬

When here by themselves
they feel under no social restraint and
the way in which they abuse us poor
girls is awful If they only knew it
they could get more and better food
by mixing a little politeness with the ir
orders than by commanding us to
bring this and that in a dictatorial nd
nsultine way If a man is crabbed

cross and bent on finding fault I just
try to bri g him the poorest meal I
can and delight in his fussing The
meanest most niggardly people al- -
ways want twice as much for their
money as decent folks They ccme
here and with ten or fifteen cents ex-

pect
¬

to get a fifty cent meal They
are so unreasonable that they make
the girls mad and you cant bUme us 1

if we slam the dishes about a little bit

Intercstinc- - to Anna Inckinson

A recent writer in an English ioui- -

nal has plucked out of the heart of f
Hamlet Hamlets mystery by de-

claring
¬

him to be a woman in disguise
The reasons for such a belief are
oberly set forth His pareiits con ¬

cealed his sex from motives of ambi-

tion
¬

tl is is one of the foul crimes
i f vhxh the ghost speaks That

Polcriius knows ihe secret accounts
for Hamlets dislike of him and for
his own repucnaree to a match with

Ophelia It is this secret to which
--Hamet alludes in his dying words
There are too innumerable isolated f
passages illustrative of Hamlets js
imidity his abhorrence of war his ij
dirust at the table excesses of his f
time and other feminine peculiarities
On all these grounds and others
equally valid the writer bases his f

theory

Eatlcg an Orange Artistically

In Brazil the orange caierbegins by f
transfixing with a folk the vegetable
globe in the neighborhood of the south
oole Then with a sharp case knife
he makes through the rind a circular
cut which may be likened to the Ant-- J
iTtl- - nrAf NTpvl f clpc ntT llirt si
whole of the Arctic zone Then cut-
ting

¬

from north lo south he slices off
the nnd from one polar circle to an-

other
¬

The rind thus having been re-

moved
¬

and the luscious sphere beirg
still transfixed and held in his left hand
before him the eater with the knife in
his right slices off the tropical region
and puts the pieces in his mouth on
the flat side or pierced with the point
of the cutting instrument In this
operation one sixth ol the substance of t
of the fruit is wasted in removing the
rind and another sixth in cutting away
the core but with the best of oranges
by retail at less than a cent apiece no
matter

Marriage on the Installment Plan

In Nt rthera Siberia when a young
man thinks he wants to marry a young
woman he arranges to pay a certain
sum to her father Half of this sum
he pays down and lues with the famiy
of hisLdy lore for a year If at the
end cfthat time he still wants her he
pays the ether half of the sum agrteil
upon and teis her If he doesnt
wart her he says so ard loses he in
Ulriert which he first paid

Henry Ward Hetcher in the Febru- -

irv uuinrer oftkn Xcith Auieriemi
Hetuir is to cliucss the qnestior
vvl ether elfrejncn slifuld meililJe

witlr roliticc
- a

Uncle Owens Wife- - ia coiuini
dont fail to nsakellcr acquaintance

I


